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Goodbye Robert Burgess
When Mr Burgess started at William Carey, fresh
from uni, he entered a classroom of a single
streamed primary school that was just starting a
high school with Years 7 and 8.
As with most teachers, he had entered this
profession because he loved working with children –
and 31 years later, he still does. From the beginning
he had a reputation of being a servant-hearted
leader, working hard to see his charges flourish,
incorporating new ideas and skills continually, and
bringing a gospel-focussed challenge.
For the last 18 years, Robert was the deputy
principal of the primary school, ensuring it
maintained its rightful place as high school agendas
swirled around. He was skilful at analysing data
on school performance and implemented good
strategies for better successes at the academic
level, the social level and the spiritual one. Robert
has been generous with his time and quick to talk –
to parents, to staff, and to students -- particularly
to students, who often needed a debriefing chat
as they walked around the playground with him,
or who turned to him to rescue things stuck
down drains or up in eaves. And yet his students
remember him for his sense of humour that kept
the balance in a serious business – dad jokes and cat
memes abound in his memory.
Thank you for your work, your encouragement, your
ministry, Mr Burgess – we will tag you when we
think of you!

Class of 2020

The class of 2020 did a fantastic job in their HSC
and achieved William Carey’s best results yet!
Congratulations to the students who received ATARs
over 90 in the 2020 HSC.
We also received 59 Band 6 results across 24 different
courses. Congratulations to the class of 2020 for your
fantastic HSC results!
*Exact ATAR to be confirmed

High Achievers (ATAR)
Harrison Baker 97.65
Alisha George 93.40
Justin Huynh 97.75
Siobhan McMullen 93.20
Georgia McNamara 98.25 (Dux)
Lachlan McNamara 92.10
Rachel Nawar*
Benjamin Nguyen 92.55
Buhlebenkosi Emily Nkomo 94.90
Angelo Torres*

Success in Apprenticeship

An interview with class of 2020 alumni, Hayden Mclaren.
When did you start at William Carey?
H: My mum and dad enrolled me at WCCS when I was 1 - based
on our neighbour’s experience at WCCS. I started in 2008.
What did you like best about Carey? Who was your favourite
teacher? What subject/s did you come to love?
H: Well if i am truthful 3:10 pm was my favourite time!
But I enjoyed the community of the school, activities and
subjects offered. My favourite teachers were Ms Russell &
Mr Manuel and my PC Teacher, Mr Nightingale, and Mr Tai
in the Library.
What was it like being the son of a staff member? Did you
have to stay at school for long hours? Did you help out in
the Science department -- or elsewhere?
H: My mum started only started working at WCCS when I
was in year 7 - it had its advantages - money for canteen
- could heat up my lunch - get extra snacks. Initially
kids hassled me cause mum was there, which was a
disadvantage – as was the fact that Mum always seemed to
know quickly any strife I was in!!!
What was your career goal when you were at school? How
long did you know you wanted to be a mechanic? How did
you get your apprenticeship as a diesel mechanic?
H: For a while I wanted to be a dentist and then a PDHPE
teacher - In year 11 I went to an Apprenticeship and
Traineeship expo at Liverpool - to see what other career
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choices were available. I met some people from Penske (a
guy from church also worked there) and was intrigued in the
variety it offered and liked that I wouldn’t have to sit at a desk
all day. I then did a week work experience in my holidays at
Penske and decided it was the right choice for me.
I met with Mrs Allchin who helped me write and polish
my resume and cover letter and positions were advertised
early in Year 12 from around May. So I applied for anything
that was 1st year apprentice diesel mechanic. I was the
successful candidate for Stillwell and I considered them to
be the right choice for me.
When did you start your apprenticeship? Do you miss any
aspects of school? What’s the best thing about working?
I started on the 4th January this year. I miss the close
friendships and bonds with peers and teachers. The best part
about working is the pay -- but I do enjoy the learning, being
active and the friendships I have made with colleagues.
Are you part of a church? youth group?
H: I have been part of St Thomas since kindergarten. Our
youth group only extends to year 12 students and I was active
in youth group till end of last year. I recently assisted Dad at
one of our ministry homes getting it ready for a new minister.

Embroidering the Future

An interview with class of 2020 alumni, Anna Gauld.
The class of 2020 had four students nominated
for showcase events based on their major works.
Congratulations to Anna Gauld for her Textiles and Design
project, Bianca Lee for her Dance performance, Trinity
Nastasio for her Drama performance, and Samuel Smith
for his Industrial Technology project. We interviewed Anna
Gauld to find out more about her major work, and her
plans for her first year out of school.
Congratulations, Anna, on having achieved such an
outstanding result for your Textiles and Design major
work, with your embroidered jacket being nominated for
2020 HSC showcase, Texstyle. What was the inspiration for
your jacket?
A: If I’m honest, it took me a long time to decide what I
wanted to do. I decided on a jacket as it was pretty flexible.
Then later it evolved into a female power suit that is versatile
to be worn in various situations. I was drawn to embroidery
and the intricate details it can involve, as well as flowers,
which have always been a beautiful and generic source of
inspiration which also works in well with embroidery.

How did you learn to do such beautiful fine needlework?
A: During COVID, when we went into lockdown, my teacher
encouraged us all to try out embroidery as we could do
that at home unlike everything else which we were only
allowed to do at school. So I tried it out, (used YouTube to
find out how to do different stitches) and saw the endless
possibilities of it (on Pinterest!) and the ability to create
anything on a piece of fabric. I found it enjoyable and so
spent a long time during lockdown and created my own
design that replicated the floral material I was using, with
much practice to get it as close to the material as possible!
What are you doing in 2021?
A: I am doing Year 13 which is a Christian Gap year. It
involves two days on campus, studying the bible and doing
ministry at my church.
What would you like to be doing in 5-years?
A: I hope to be finishing up studying Occupational Therapy.
We wish Hayden McLaren, Anna Gauld and all of the new
Alumni the best as you begin life outside of school.

Where to from here?
As a community, we are looking forward to seeing where the Class of 2020 goes. We know you will all go far! Here are just a
few places our new alumni are already going.
Aviv Thomas
Bachelor of Economics,
Macquarie University

Georgia McNamara
Double Degree in
Actuarial Studies
and Applied Finance,
Macquarie University.

Nikita Fuller
certificate in colour
consultancy and is an
apprentice painter
and decorator.
Angelo Torres
Western Australian
Academy of
Performing Arts.

Tristan Sauer
Bachelor of Western Civilisation
and International Studies,
University of Wollongong
(scholarship). Warrant Officer in
the Australian Air League, and
Young Liberal Party member.
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Carey Community

It is a great privilege and honour to be the Chair of Carey
Parents and Community (CPC). My husband, Simon and I have
four children at WCCS and our journey here began in 2013.
CPC aims to foster relationships and connectedness
for parents, carers, and community and to provide and
promote opportunities to support the WCCS community.
There are many events and activities that happen across the
school that welcome your support and connection. Some of
these ways include prayer support; CPC meetings; support
of major events such as the school musical, fun fair and
Christmas Carols and fundraising for school projects.
We are excited to be able to meet again on the school
grounds and are holding a launch of CPC on 17th May
from 7-8.30 pm. You are welcome to join us on the night,
please keep a look out for the invitation on the school’s
Facebook page.
If you would like to contact me to discuss ways that you can
support CPC, please contact me via email at
bardenj@wccs.nsw.edu.au.

Matilda the Musical
Our musical for 2021 has been announced, and the talented
cast is busy rehearsing for the term 3 performances. Stay
tuned for dates and ticket sales, as well as opportunities
to manage barbecue stalls, and so much more. Nothing
produces as much WCCS nostalgia as talking about the
experiences around musicals, past and present. Our next
Alumni Newsletter will feature musicals past and present –
do you have a story you’d like to contribute? See our contact
us section for such opportunities.

Employment at WCCS
WCCS is growing! We are currently looking for a Casual
Primary Special Education Teacher to join our team. We are
also looking for Casual teachers and casual cleaners.
Visit our website now to see all job vacancies or begin
application process: www.wccs.nsw.edu.au/employment

Contact Us
If you have news of alumni achievements and celebrations, please let us know at
alumni@wccs.nsw.edu.au – we’d love to hear from you about your new jobs, projects,
PhD dissertations and causes you support. We’d also love to see photos of your weddings,
graduations and family additions. We want to feature a range of our graduates in bio-pics
in this newsletter. If you are willing to let us share your story, we’d love to hear from you.
If you haven’t yet joined our Facebook group, please apply on William Carey Christian
School – Alumni to stay connected.
If you didn’t get this Newsletter in your inbox, (but saw it on the alumni page, or heard
your friends got one), please update your contact details via alumni@wccs.nsw.edu.au to
stay in touch.
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